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From the Director 
 Happy Fall! We have 
enjoyed an extended 
summer weather-wise 
but now are seeing 
winter weather. The 
children always look 
forward to being out-
side in most weathers 
which is twice dai-
ly. They enjoy gym 
time when cold or wet 
weather prevent out-
side time. 

   
Literacy for 3-5 year olds generally means prepara-
tion to read and write. We are fortunate to have 
numerous options within our classroom to explore 
literacy.   
 
Story time involves interactive reading of books and 
singing songs related to weekly classroom themes. 
It occurs twice daily. Closely related is interaction 
with volunteer readers, such as Grandpa Jim Karn, 
and presenters who afford the give and take of 
communicating about different topics. (continued 
on p.5) 
 

SPURS Volunteers Reflect 
On Experience 
The following article summarizes the reflections of 
four University of Mary SPURS volunteers – Emily 
Dorn, Grace Burroughs, Grace Ward, and Isabelle 
Vigniere – who have worked with Open Door pre-
school children. 
 
The volunteers all obviously enjoyed being with the 
preschoolers and engaging in a range of activities, 
whether coloring, art projects, games, or physical 
exercise. In addition, they learned to apply methods 
of classroom organization - small group and indi-
vidual opportunities, rotations from one table or ac-
tivity to the next, as well as good timing and smooth 
transitions in the classroom. This seemed particu-
larly important for two volunteers who focused on 
education studies (elementary, special education, 
reading credential, psychology) and who expect to 
work with children after graduating. Increased ex-
perience with children is helping them gain skills 
such as communication, preparation, differentiation, 
and how to build connections with students. Also, 
volunteers noted the children’s joy at seeing them, 
and their many positive social skills such as wel-
coming visitors, using “please” and “thank you” of-
ten, pushing their chairs in after use, and working 
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Special thanks to Jerry Suko for driv-
ing the van for all of our field trips and 
making each event possible, fun, and 

safe. You’re the Best! 

patiently with each other. The children were so ea-
ger to work and socialize with the adults, to talk 
about themselves and their families and friends. 
Sometimes entertaining information was shared, 
such as one little girl excitedly reporting that she 
got “five million candies” for Halloween!  

 
Overall, the SPURS volunteers were very enthusi-
astic about their involvement with the Open Door 
and look forward to the next event. The Open Door 
staff are very pleased to have this valuable interac-
tion with the University of Mary SPURS and to pro-
vide a welcoming Bismarck community connection 
to students, especially those who came from out-
side this geographic area. 
 

NDHS Grants Received 
The Open Door was awarded $4,333 from two 
COVID-related grants from North Dakota Human 
Services. The Health and Safety Grant supports 
program improvements to both COVID-indicated 
and overall health and safety practices. We will be 
purchasing larger cots for nap time, easy to clean 
toys, a light table and manipulatives, supply of hand 
soap, and a vacuum and paint for the classroom. 
 
The Technology Grant is used to improve business 
practices through purchase of a laptop computer, 
printer, and ink.  
 
We are thankful for this opportunity to enhance the 
health, safety, and efficiency of our preschool pro-
gram. 
 

Parent Survey 
The Open Door Board conducted a parent survey 
in May addressing the structure, safety, and climate 
of the preschool. Survey results generally affirm 
that families support the preschool experiences in 
which their children participate, and that the aca-
demic and social skills children gain prepare them 

for future educational settings, such as kindergar-
ten. The survey revealed families would like more 
opportunities to be involved with the preschool, and 
some parents were concerned with the tuition in-
crease in January. Others viewed the use of hand 
sanitizer as unnecessary because of frequent hand 
washing already in place. Results of the survey 
were shared with parents in August. 
  
The Board thanks parents for sharing their percep-
tions and concerns and assures parents that the 
Open Door will continue to work toward an atmos-
phere where all children can thrive and families feel 
valued. 
 

Larks Baseball Field Trip 

The Bismarck Larks Baseball club in Bismarck, ND, 
is part of the Northwoods League. Their office pro-
vided free tickets for all the children and staff to at-
tend a game on July 26, Education Day at the ball 
diamond. We ate our picnic lunch in the park 
across the street and were greeted by Lark, the 

mascot. We also 
had a visit from 
a police officer 
who gave the 
children badges. 
Once we were in 
the ball stadium 
we received free 
baseball caps. 
Several carnival 
type games 
were set up for 
the children to 
play-basketball 
shoot-out; base-
ball throw; and a 
robot performing 

tricks for the chil-
dren. During the game special events were going 
on to entertain the crowd. The children only made it 
through three full innings before the heat made 
them too uncomfortable, but still it was an enjoya-
ble time. The players and staff of the Larks gave 
the children a wonderful experience and we 
thanked them for this opportunity.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: Isabelle, Emily, Grace 
W., Melanie Berghout, Grace B. 
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Family River Walk Day 
 

The Open 
Door children 
enjoyed a 
fun afternoon 
at Family 
River Walk 
Day at 
Sertoma 
Park on July 
20. Commu-
nity organi-
zations had 
set up nu-
merous fun 
events and 
displays for 
families to 
enjoy. Some 

of the favorites 
were the bouncy house hosted by a local church, 
an obstacle course, soccer, corn hole and carnival 
games. Local fire fighters showed off their fire truck, 
and the United Way was giving free books to the 
children from Dolly Parton's Imagination Library. 
Music was provided by local performers, some of 
whom led the children in songs with actions and 
provided musical instruments for them to use. The 
children especially enjoyed the musical keyboard 
that was on the grass. We were all tired from the 
hours of fun when Jerry Suko came with the van to 
take us back to the center. It was a great day! 
 

A Day at the Zoo 
 

On 
May 
18 we 
took 
our 
annual 
end of 
the 
school 
year 
field 
trip to 
the 

Dakota 
Zoo. We began with a morning snack in the park by 
the zoo, then enjoyed the playground until the zoo 
opened for the day. The train ride was a wonderful 

way to see all of the zoo animals. The high point of 
our excursion was visiting a new exhibit that 
housed eight African penguins. The children were 
very excited to watch these birds and their antics. 
Our second favorite place was the tiger exhibit 
where we saw the white tiger. 
 

 
We’re all ready for another exciting field trip! 

 
Open House 
Our Annual Fall Open House was held on Septem-
ber 26. Parents joined their children in art and car-
nival type games. Pumpkin paint prints were made 
with apple halves decorated with black paper, turn-
ing them into jack-o-lanterns. There were red, 
green and yellow apple sorting, leaf raking, and 
gourd bowling activities. Lunch included pulled pork 
sandwiches, hotdogs, watermelon, grapes, veggie 
trays, chips, brownies and ice cream. 

  Open House was a good time for all the parents to 
meet and become acquainted with other parents, 
the board members and staff, as well as the chil-
dren with whom their preschooler spends time. We 
are thankful to the Board of Directors who hosted 
this always enjoyable event. 
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Volunteer Hours 
 
During the second quarter of 2022, 78 
hours were volunteered in activities that 
support the Open Door. For the third 
quarter, 95 hours were contributed. We 
extend our sincerest “thank you” to all 
who so generously share their time and 
talents to support the mission of the 
Open Door. 
 

Art and Science 
Science at 

the pre-
school level 
always in-
volves fun 
and is often 
messy. A 
recent sci-
ence activi-
ty involved 
Skittles 
candies. 
The can-
dies were 
placed 

around a 
plate and warm water was put in the middle of the 
plate. It was amazing to see the colors blend. The 
water colors we created were used for paints for 
our art work. 
 

Do you re-
member car-
bon paper? It 
was the magic 
sheet of paper 
that when 
placed behind 
the sheet you 
were writing 
on would pro-
duce an exact 
copy. Includ-
ing mistakes, 
that couldn’t 
be erased or 
removed. Our 
preschoolers 
were amazed 

to use carbon paper in their art work.  
 

Papa's Pumpkin Patch 
 
The chil-
dren en-
joyed our 
annual 
field trip to 
Papa's 
Pumpkin 
Patch on 
September 
13. The 
corn crib is 
probably 
their favor-
ite activity 
there. The 
slides and 
hay bale 
mazes 
were also 
very fun. 
Each child went home with a small pumpkin. 
 
Wish List 

 
Below is a list of items that the staff and children 
would be grateful to receive. If you have questions 
about specific items, please contact Jolene at 701-
222-3004. Thank you. 
 
Magna-Doodles 
Seasonal decorations 
Magna tiles 
Spiral notebooks 
Tempera paint 
Modge Podge 
Kleenex 
Watercolor trays 
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Gifts to the Open Door 
 
The Open Door has been blessed by many 
thoughtful people who support our mission with 
their prayers, presence, gifts, and services. Thank 
you very much for remembering us so generously. 
The following identifies contributors between May 
3, 2022 and November 1, 2022. 
 
The women of Valley City United Methodist Church, 
Valley City, ND provided child-size afghan blankets 
hand made for each of the preschool children.  
  

 
 
Jerry and Linda Suko financially supported a pizza 
lunch for our children. 
 
Monetary Gifts were given for unspecified purpos-
es in memory or in honor of a loved one, or as a 
donation for general use. 
RoyAnn and Tom Bold, Bismarck, ND – regular 

contributions 
Mary Lee Steele, Mandan, ND – preschool gradua-

tion Bibles 
Dean and Rhonda Reese, Bismarck, ND – pre-

school graduation Bibles 
Karen Vasey, Bismarck, ND – preschool graduation 

Bibles 
Marilyn Smith, Bismarck, ND - preschool gradua-

tion Bibles 
McCabe UMC, Bismarck, ND 
Cleveland UMC, Cleveland, ND 
St. Paul's UMC, Jamestown, ND 
Sterling UMC, Sterling, ND 
Karen and Lyall Workman, Bismarck, ND 
United Methodist Sunday School Children, Wash-

burn, ND 
 
Materials and supplies have been donated by the 
following persons and church families: 
Bruestle Family, Bismarck, ND – Play Doh: Pet Sa-

lon, Fun Factory, 12 pack Play Doh; 8 -  24 

pack crayons; disinfecting hand sanitizer; disin-
fecting wipes; 4 boxes Kleenex 

Lucy Goldade, Bismarck, ND – 4 boxes of books 
Nick and Ashley Leintz, Bismarck, ND – 12 note-

books, package of napkins, 6 muffin mixes 
Women of Faith – 5 packages of napkins, 2 hand 

wipes, 4 pkgs. canned vegetables, 11 cake 
mixes, box granola bars, 8 muffin mixes, 7 
brownie mixes, 3 cookie mixes, 2 muffin tops 
mixes, 3 corn muffin mixes, 5 cans corn, 10 
cans fruit, 4 fruit cups, 23 spiral notebooks, 30 
packages markers, 15 packages crayons, 2 
packages color pencils, and 20 packs Play-
Doh, donated at their District meeting in Bis-
marck 

Cassie Miller - small white pumpkins for Halloween 
decorations created by our children.  

 
(From the Director, continued from p.1) Our Lit-
eracy Group, taught by Jean Rexine our assistant 
director, offers small group attention to 4 – 5 chil-
dren daily. They engage in oral and written lan-
guage activities that build on prior knowledge and 
language experiences.  This includes word games, 
writing, drawing, letter knowledge, vocabulary, nar-
rative skills and phonological and print awareness, 
all of which develop vocabulary and reading com-
prehension.  The small group setting allows a once 
a week boost to each child’s self expression. 
 
Each child can access books without charge in 
several ways. Our preschool library of over 5,000 
books is available for book checkout for a week to 
be enjoyed at home with parents. Every Friday is 
Library Day. In addition, monthly each child re-
ceives a free book to keep for his or her home li-
brary. This is supported through donations from 
gifts to the Open Door. Also, the Little Free Library 
located outside of McCabe is a source of books for 
children, parents, and teachers to use without cost. 
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Scholastic book orders offer parents an opportunity 
to order reasonably priced books for their child 
while earning points for the preschool. 
 
We often walk the 5 – 6 blocks to the Bismarck 
Veterans Memorial Library for Preschool Story 
Time on Wednesdays. Miss Sparkles, the children’s 
librarian and host of Story Time, usually acknowl-
edges our presence by announcing, “I see that my 
special friends came today.” Story time at the li-
brary focuses on books, puppets and songs. 
Speaking puppets help bring stories to life and 
spark imagination in children. Their main focus is to 
instill a love of reading, encourage creativity, and 
help children become aware of the world around 

them. 
 
The library 
has a 
large 
aquarium 
near the 
story time 
room. 
Children 
love to see 
the large 
fish inside 
the tank. 
Often the 
library has 
learning 
centers 
such as 
Farm 

Fresh or 
Flowers with which the children can interact.  
 

The Bismarck – Burleigh County bookmobile stops 
at the Open Door once a month. Miss Sparkles 
came along to visit us during May. She read sever-
al books to the children, sang songs, and brought 
along her drum to perform for us. The children es-
pecially enjoyed playing her drum. 
 
We are thankful to the parents and friends of pre-
school that help us create an enriching atmosphere 
of learning for the children. It is always a more re-
warding experience when we all work together.  
 
Wishing all of you a blessed Thanksgiving and 
beautiful Christmas.   
 
Jolene Stading Puhalla  
Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

As we enter this season of 

gratitude, celebration, and 

remembrance, we are thank-

ful for the generosity and 

trust you place in us. Our hope 

and prayers are that this will 

be a time of peace, great joy,  

and good health for you and 

your family. 

 

The Open Door Board  

and staff 
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Clockwise from upper left: Grandpa Jim Karn and Jolene Puhalla; trampoline flying at the 
park; painting with various colored bubbles; Dolly Parton invites children to receive a 
free book from Imagination Library; riding the Dakota Zoo train; and confronting the fear-
some dinosaur. 
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Open Door Community Center Mission 
Through the Open Door Community Center, children 
and families receive Christian-based education and 
support services, enriching them to become respon-
sible members of their families and community. 

 

2022 Board of Directors and 
Staff 

Rich Cleary, Board Chair 
Londa Holen, Vice Chair 

Pat Wood, Secretary 
Kenneth Hogue 
Mary Lee Steele 

Dean Reese 
Rob Gilkerson 

Dyan Wood, Parent Rep. 
James Karn 

Pastors 
Pastor Karl Kroger 

Pastor Brandon Vetter 
Pastor Bruce Adams 

District Superintendent 
Pastor Joel Winckler 

Director-Jolene Stading Puhalla   
Treasurer-Derrick Hohbein 
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